
The National Alliance for 
Radiation Readiness (NARR)

Date

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This presentations goes over background information on the National Alliance for Radiation Readiness (NARR).



Member Organizations
American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP)

American Association of Poison Control Centers (AAPCC)

American Hospital Association (AHA)

American Medical Association (AMA)

American Public Health Association (APHA)

Association of Public Health Laboratories (APHL)

Association of Schools of Public Health (ASPPH)

Association of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO)

Conference of Radiation Control Program Directors (CRCPD)

Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists (CSTE)

Health Physics Society (HPS)

International  Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM)

National Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO)

National Association of State EMS Officials (NASEMSO)

National Disaster Life Support Foundation (NDLSF)

National Emergency Management Association (NEMA)

National Public Health Information Coalition (NPHIC)

Radiation Injury Treatment Network (RITN)

Society for Disaster Medicine and Public Health (SDMPH)
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Federal Partners
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What does the NARR 
do?



www.radiationready.org

Vision
To become a more protected, resilient nation through 

a comprehensive and integrated approach to 
radiological emergencies 

Mission
Enhancing radiological preparedness capability and 

capacity in public health and health care systems 
through a coalition of organizations committed to 
improving the nation’s ability to prepare, respond, 
and recover from radiological emergencies at the 

local, state, and national levels 



www.radiationready.org

Activation

• NARR can activate during a radiation emergency

• Standard Operating Procedures

• NARR supports communication and coordination 
between member organizations and federal partners
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The NARR can be activated during an emergency. There is a set of standard operating procedures (SOPs) to guide this activation. 



NARR Leadership
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Executive Committee

Adrianna (Annie) Evans

Director, Preparedness and Disability 

Integration

ASTHO, NARR Executive Secretary

Adela Salame-Alfie

Senior Health Physicist

CDC, NARR Co-Lead

Paul Petersen

Director, Emergency Preparedness Program

Tennessee Department of Health

ASTHO Tri-Chair

Robert Goff

Emergency Response Coordinator, SE 

Regional Officer

NACCHO, Member-At-Large Tri-Chair

Chris Williams

Deputy Director, Office of Radiation Protection

Washington State Department of Health

CRCPD Tri-Chair

Jon Bakkedahl

Deputy Emergency Manager

Carson City Fire Department

IAEM, Emergency Management Officer

Donna Early

Health Physicist

AHA, Healthcare Officer

VACANT

Public Health Officer
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The NARR is led by an executive committee made up of 8 positions. ASTHO is the current administrative agency so holds the non-voting Executive Secretary seat. CDC holds another non-voting seat as the NARR co-lead with ASTHO. The remaining 6 positions are voting positions. 

There are three tri-chair positions. ASTHO holds one of these permanent tri-chair positions and selects their representative for this seat. CRCPD holds another permanent tri-chair position and selects their representative for this seat. Another tri-chair seat is reserved for a member organization at large. This position is elected. The three other positions – Emergency Management Officer, Heatlhcare Officer, and Public Health Officer – are elected positions that can be held by any NARR member organization of that field. 



Historical Timeline
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Early Milestones

June 17-18, 2008: CDC-CRCPD Sponsored the “Roundtable on Communication and 
Teamwork: Keys to Successful Radiological Emergency Response”

April 1-2, 2009: CDC-CRCPD Sponsored the Workshop “Alliance to Expand 
Radiological Emergency Preparedness in Public Health”

May 2009: Steering Committee Initial Meeting During CRCPD Annual Meeting



2009 Workshop – Action Plan

Purpose: To develop a plan that identifies actionable 
objectives (specific, measurable, achievable, relevant and 
timely) and provides a mechanism for monitoring progress, 
to enable the alliance partners to realize their central goal: 

To expand radiological preparedness in public health 
agencies, nationwide.

Goal: Building Alliances and Capabilities

Objective: Develop an Alliance among professional 
organizations for sharing radiological emergency  
preparedness resources, tools and information.
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2009
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Photo from the 2009 workshop. Many of these individuals are still involved in the NARR.



2009 Steering Committee 
Initial Meeting

Membership

American Medical Association

Association of Public Health Laboratories

Association of State and Territorial Health Officials

Conference of Radiation Control Program Directors

Council of State and Territorial Health Officials

National Association of County and City Health Officials

National Emergency Management Association
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May 2009: Steering Committee Initial Meeting During CRCPD Annual Meeting


Exploratory committee concludes that a National Alliance for Radiation Readiness is a necessary and viable undertaking. Over the next year the Steering Committee drafts the Alliance’s mission, vision, purpose, structure, governance, business & communications marketing plans.




May 2010
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In May 2010, the Steering Committee concluded that a National Alliance for Radiological Readiness (NARR) is a necessary and viable undertaking. Made up of public health practitioners and association staff, the Steering Committee developed the NARR mission, vision, purpose, leadership, structure, membership criteria and categories, and business and communications plans – 

NEXT SLIDE:
Vision & Mission

Then Strategic Plan



National Alliance for Radiation Readiness

Strategic Map

Enhance the capabilities and capacities of local, state, and federal health officials to prepare for, respond to, and recovery from radiation and nuclear 
public health events  through effective collaboration between and among public health, emergency management, and health care partners

Identify and promote the need for sustainable 
funding for the NARR and radiation readiness 

programs at the state and local level 

Quantify and secure funding to support the 
NARR’s mission, priorities and objectives

Inventory and catalogue existing funding 
streams to build and sustain radiation 

readiness

Promote alignment of government-supported 
radiation readiness programs

Recommend approaches to optimize use of 
existing radiation readiness funding

Establish, maintain, and expand the NARR by 
building coalitions 

Identify, manage, and nurture critical 
partnerships in the establishment and 

expansion of the NARR.

Champion effective approaches to 
strengthening radiation readiness 

Support initial and periodic assessments of 
radiological capacities and capabilities in order 
to encourage continuous quality improvement 

Develop and maintain a clearinghouse for the 
dissemination and evaluation of tools

Identify and share useful practices

Promote and influence the development of 
performance metrics and guidelines

Support training and mentoring opportunities

Serve as the collective voice of radiation public 
health readiness 

Provide credible, accessible, and timely 
information 

Participate in and initiate national dialogues 

Review and provide thoughtful feedback on 
documents and guidelines 

Track and provide comment on relevant 
national policy matters

Promote science/evidence-based decision making

Improve information generation and management to leverage resources
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A subcommittee also drafted a plan for an online clearinghouse to share and evaluate tools for radiation preparedness. The Steering Committee prioritized three products for future development: 
the population monitoring toolkit, 
the radiation registry template, and 
the radiological preparedness plan template. 

Another subcommittee guided Steering Committee input on the 2010 CSTE assessment on state public health preparedness and response capabilities to radiation emergencies. Committee members provided input on Project Public Health Ready criteria related to preparedness planning, strengthening the radiological component to the measures. They also reviewed and commented on a draft version of the CDC Public Health Response to Radiological Accidents: A Guide for State and Local Public Health Departments. The Steering Committee met via teleconference in December 2009 and in- person in January, February, and April 2010.  ASTHO provided funds to three of the four public health associations to support staff and member participation in the project.




Milestones 
Over the Years
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PAST, PRESENT & FUTURE

Laboratory 

Prioritization

International 

Consultation

CDC Public Health 

Preparedness & 

Response 

Capabilities

Travelers Screening

NARR SOP

Training Modules
Public Health 

Cytokine Logistics

Clearinghouse 

Refresh

Cytokine Systematic 

Review
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Lab: Prioritization of Laboratory Samples Following a Radiological Event: Considerations​

Int'l: Makoto Akashi, MD, PhD, Executive Officer, National Institutes for Quantum and Radiological Science and Technology (QST) - post Fukushima > few experts of response to radiation disaster/terrorism in Japan > 2020 Olympic game preparation​

Capabilities: CDC PHEP refresh that integrated in radiation considerations into PHEP capabilities​

Travelers: Guidance for Traveler Screening at Ports of Entry Following an International Radiological Incident​

SOP: activation​ tabletop exercise

Training Modules: Radiation Training Modules for Public Health (Pre Incident, 0-24, 24-96, 96+hours)​

Cytokine PH Logistics: flow model, paused on finalizing to align with Cytokine Systematic Review​ 

Clearinghouse Refresh: The NARR's Clearinghouse has received a makeover allowing for a more user friendly-interface and increase in resources.​ This also included a new logo!

Cytokine Systematic Review: This initiative is currently underway and ASTHO and CDC are working closely with the NARR to develop planning considerations.   ​
​
​
​
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STAY IN TOUCH

Email us at:

narr@astho.org
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Contact info for the NARR
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